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Example: Years of experience
(=E) is associated with salary
level (= O). This association is
moderated by sex (=]).
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Descendent

>n—> Z

I > E

E = exposure

O = outcome

I = instrumental variable
Z = descendent

Example: Randomization to a
treatment group (=I) effects the
treatment (=E) but not the
outcome. One-year follow-up
(=Z) is a descendent of
discharge from physical
therapy (=0) after knee
replacement (=E)
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DAG: Directed
Acyclic Graphs
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